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his own highest good against the welfare of man-
kind in general The two go hand in hand, and
we may say of them, "What God hath joined
together let not man put asunder." There is no
use in puzzling ourselves as to what might be our
duty or our moral condition in a purely imaginary
world.

Hence, then, I take it that a consideration of what
is for our own ultimate good as a motive to right
action is not to be condemned as if it were mere
selfishness. I grant that if it stood by itself it
would be quite compatible with a character which
was hard and unloving. But as belonging to
Christian teaching it does not stand by itself, but
forms one item of a complex whole.

I cannot help thinking that there is somewhat of
a latent self-assertion lying at the bottom of the
inquiry whether it is not selfish to be influenced
by a consideration of what is for our own final good.
We think of ourselves as masters of the situation,
rather than as falling in with a plan which is
arranged for us. When we think of ourselves as
all children of a common Father who wills our
highest welfare, and that we should be at peace and
in harmony with one another, the wishing for what
He designs for us does not carry with it any idea of
selfishness. We ourselves are as much objects of
His care as are others, and if we wish for the welfare